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President’s Message 

To open, let me say that I and our Board are very proud of all the Retirees who took 

the time to vote in the last Pension Trustee election.  Most of you don’t know the vote 

count and maybe some of you don’t even know who won.  Officer Griner had our sup-

port and was elected by a large majority of the vote.  He will be a very good addition to 

our Board of Trustees.  We look forward to working with him as he settles in to his 

new position. 

In regards to the vote let me say that we were very pleased to see that Retirees took 

such an active part.  Retirees voted 2 to 1 

in the last election and Officer Griner 

was elected.  It was the Retirees votes 

that put him over the top.  As I had pre-

viously stated in the July Newsletter, we 

Retirees have the ability to vote for and 

elect members of the Board of Trustees.  

This is the proof positive that this works.  

I can only hope that in future elections, 

Retirees will again vote as a bloc and 

take the time to get their votes in to the 

Pension Office. 

When the Retiree vote comes in like it 

did and we elect a Trustee, it makes it 

easier for us to deal with the Trustees.  That is what the power of your vote does for 

us. The members of your RF&PA Board of Directors, who attend the pension meet-

ings, can have input with the Trustees on a much better footing.  If we can elect or 

defeat a candidate, then we have standing and power.  We have always had this 

power, but this is the first time we have exercised this power.  The results are very 

evident.  I think that all Fire and Police Trustees can now clearly see the power of the 

Retirees vote.  Great job to one and all. 

Congratulations to Don “Wes” Adwell on becoming our new Fire trustee. Wes ran un-

opposed. His term will run from Nov 1, 2009 through Oct 21, 2012.  

Our next topic is the interest payment owed to Retirees from the 2004 13th Check.  A 

tentative agreement has been reached on the amount owed.  The initial settlement 

amount is $1,500.00 for eligible Retirees and $750.00 for surviving Spouses. The 

amount, for those retired members in DROP are larger because they have a contract 

with the Pension Board and must receive the actual interest amount the fund earned.   

If you have internet capability, go to the pension board web site and you can read the 

Agreement and the amounts.     
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Calling all bikers!!! It is way past time that all the motorcycle riders in our organization  get together and 

take a ride. As many of us know, there’s nothing quite as relaxing as a nice long ride in the country. It 

only gets better with a good group of friends along to see what is out there and talk about something 

other then shop. 

Billy Lynn, Bobby Moody, Ira and I have had a couple of nice rides together and they are always enjoyable 

and relaxing. We regularly attend some of the local bike shows such as Plant City, Ybor City, Leesburg & 

Daytona. It would be great if a group of us would get together every now and then to enjoy some fresh air 

and some tall tales. Bobby keeps us laughing all the time and Billy keeps me calm. Ira is just Mr. Depend-

able. We keep an eye out for each other and have a great time. The Plant City show is the first Saturday 

of each month. It runs from 4-9PM but the best time to get there is around 6PM. The great fall riding sea-

son is here and if anyone knows of a good ride or would like to join us, give one of us a call and we’ll put 

something together. 

JJ                                                

                       JJ Oliva-  jovico@comcast.net, 813-244-1484     Billy Lynn- cushman47@aol.com, 813-690-8399 

  LET’S RIDE!!!          
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Cont from Page 1 

Initially, I may have spoken too soon about when the settlement checks would be sent out.  I posted information on our 

Retirees web site and may have jumped the gun.  Basically, an agreement has been reached on the amount of the pay-

ment.  What is still up in the air is when the checks can be sent out.  Since this is tied up in court, a judge will have to 

approve the settlement.  If the Judge does OK the settlement, there will be a period of time when the settlement can be 

challenged or appealed.  If there is no challenge/appeal, the judges’ approval will stand.  Then a date can be set for pay-

ment.  As you can see, the actual payment may be a number of months away.  Payment could be done more quickly if 

Parkers’ attorney drops the suit thereby removing the judge from the equation.  Parkers’ attorney may not want to 

drop the suit since there is no settlement on his fees and costs.  If you remember, Attorney Wayne Thomas came to one 

of our luncheons and said he expected to earn $300-400,000.00 thousand dollars for his work on this suit.  I believe that 

the suit could be dropped and leave open only the issue of Attorney Thomas’ fees and costs. 

As I think about the attorney fee of $300-400,000.00, I can’t help but wonder how this attorney could have earned so 

much money.  This case was handed to him on a silver platter thanks to Attorney Jim Loper.  If fact, Attorney Jim 

Loper testified, under oath, that he provided much of the background for the suit and wrote a lot of the suit language 

himself. Fire VP Billy Lynn and I were present in court when Jim Loper gave this testimony.  Could this have been an 

ethics question for the Florida Bar? 

So, I return to the question, how does this attorney earn this much money for so little work.  If you remember, I asked 

Attorney Thomas, at our luncheon, if his specialty at Law was in the area of pensions.  He responded that pension Law 

was not his specialty.  This makes the question even more important.  How and why?  We will just have to see how this 

plays out. 

As we move towards the new year, hopefully we will see the end of this legal mess.  Hopefully we will see our interest 

checks as well.  I believe that our Pension Trustees, one and all, are of a mind to settle this matter once and for all.  

The lawsuit itself seems to be a bar to early settlement. 

To refresh your memory, when we received the 2004 13th Check, it was short by the amount of $100 for Retirees and 

$50 for Spouses.  The settlement is only for the interest owed.  The $100 and $50 dollar amount will be added on to the 

interest check. 

In closing I would like to encourage all retired members to attend our next quarterly meeting on October 22, 2009. As 

usual, we will be at the Forest Hills Presbyterian Church, 709 W. Linebaugh, in Larrick Hall.  The fun begins at 6:30 

pm. We will have more on the settlement and hear from our newly elected Trustee as well as Patrick and other Trus-

tees who have been invited.  Make plans to attend, mark your calendars.  We are now getting our voting in place, now 

let’s work on getting our attendance at our quarterly meeting up where it should be.  See you then. 

Larry 
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                                                                   SURVEY RESULTS 

Below are the results of the online survey conducted during the summer. Less than 100 people, out of 
approx 3000 impacted by the Pension Board, took the time to complete the short survey. I hope that's not 
an indication of the results of the new voting procedures. 

The candidates have been given the addresses of our membership to send out their election materials. 
They've been given ID and password for debate on our message  board. Your Retiree's Board is making 
every effort to provide valid information about the candidates. 

My warning is: It's still your responsibility to gather information and vote. As they say in the TV commer-
cials "a caveman could do it." If you need to complain about a "stamp" and an "envelope" please keep it to 
yourself, or go to the Pension Office and vote. 

If you are an ACTIVE or RETIRED Firefighter or Police Offi-
cer, please answer the following about the last election held 

for Fire or Police pension. 

I am ACTIVE and I DID vote for the last Fire or Police pension position.               7.5% 

I am ACTIVE and I DID NOT vote for the last Fire or Police pension position.      1.5% 

I am RETIRED and I DID vote for the last Fire or Police pension position-           40.3% 

I am RETIRED and I DID NOT vote for the last Fire or Police pension position.   50.7% 

Reasons for NOT voting. 

I live too far from the polling place.                          16.4%                                                            

It doesn't matter to me, they are all the same.                                 11.9%                                                            

I didn't feel my vote would count.                                                      3.0%                                                 

I didn't know any of the candidates.                                                 17.9%                                                

I didn't like any of the candidates.                                                    3.0%                                               

It took too long for my Association to make a recommendation.      7.5%                                        

The Absentee Process is too difficult.                                              7.5%                                       

I don’t care about Tampa's F & P Pension, I just want my check.   0.0%                                        

Other reason You may not have voted.                                           32.8%                                        

Original members of the Fin & Feather Club.       

L to R, Larry Pinkerton, Ken Overton, Howard 

Martinez, Pete Ambraz.                                          

 Still together after 35 years!!! 

       Pension Board Meeting 

The Pension Board will be holding their     
monthly meeting on Thursday, October 

22nd at 1:30pm.  

         Location 3001 North Boulevard. 

Come on by, the pension board loves company. 

                                

 

 

                              

            50/50  DRAWING 

 Will be held at the Membership Meeting so              

  bring a coupe of extra bucks. 

“Always be nice to your children, because they are the ones who will 
choose your rest home." 

                                               Phyllis Diller  
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR TREASURER 
Since J. R. “Rock” Hudson passed away earlier this year I have assumed the duties of treasurer for 

our association.  Among the improvements I have been trying to make is to create a more accurate 

mailing list for our newsletter.   In doing so, I have dug out addresses of past members who may not 

have been contacted in some time. So, if you receive one and do not want to be included please let 

me know.  If you know of someone who doesn’t receive his or hers but wants to, tell him or her to let 

me know. 

Also, if you send a check for your 2010 dues, I’ll mail you back a membership card.  It will be your 

proof of payment and membership for that year.  In the July newsletter it mistakenly stated that 

dues were due by August of this year.  Our dues used to be taken from your pension check in Octo-

ber each year.  But, the pension board will no longer do that for us.  So, now your dues will be effec-

tive on the calendar year and will be renewed January of each year.  For those of you who have al-

ready paid you are good through December 2010.  As you know, the dues are now $5 per month or 

$60 per calendar year.  Everyone should pay his or her dues for 2010 before January.  As always, 

surviving spouses of retirees are invited as members and do not have to pay membership dues. 

Occasionally, an out of town member will send in a note (see below) to his friends in the association 

along with the dues payment.  I will try to include these notes in your newsletter so everyone can 

enjoy them. 

Tommy DePolis, Treasurer 

Hi Everyone, 

I just wanted to say hello.  I’m sorry I can’t be there for the meetings and dinners.  My health is fine, but Penny isn’t able to 

travel very far at a time. 

We are putting together a picture album.  We have a lot of pictures from the FOP Lodge dances from years ago.  They sure 

do bring back fond memories. 

Wishing each of you the best of health.  Keep up the good work!  I enjoy the newsletters. 

God bless all… 

Jeff Wheaton,  Thomasville, GA. 

                                    Officers wonder if it’s worth it? 

I have 37 years experience in Law Enforcement in Tampa back during the time that Police were supported in the performance 

of their duties.  Under the current requirements and working conditions, is it worth it?  The answer is “Hell No!!” A letter to 

the Tribune today referred to Police deserving a merit raise. Pay raises are good and appreciated by Police, of course. But 

what do Police need and deserve more than money? It’s knowing they have the backing of society when they are forced into 

situations where they have to defend themselves against the scum of the earth. How often does that happen, almost on a daily 

basis? You say, “Society does back them”.  Really? 

Lets look at the many cases where a Law Enforcement Officer has to use force, especially deadly force. Guys like, Jessie Jack-

son and several others quickly appear, and by the way these guys thrive know exactly how to stir things up and make a very 

good living doing so. How?  By stirring up minorities the ACLU and other goodie two shoes that wouldn’t have the guts to 

work in Law Enforcement. In most cases when they are making demands or demonstrating, they really have no knowledge of 

what actually happened in the current situation that is usually being magnified by the Jessie Jackson element. 

Consequently, the Officer defending himself does not live with the protection of The United States Constitution, “Innocent 

until proven Guilty”; he is guilty and dragged thru the media until the case is fully investigated. The case in Boston is a good 

example. 

You want good protection? You want good Law Enforcement?, then start supporting Law Enforcement against those permis-

sive, liberal individuals that are destroying this country.  

Henry Huerta, Valrico    

(This was originally sent to the Tampa Tribune but never appeared in the paper.) 



 

 

The West Tampa Police Dept in 1919, standing left to right 

Frank Fernandez, A Morjo, Charles Brown and T Martinez. 

Seating left to right are, Lorenzo Nales, R. A. Acosta, Chief of 

Police; and Juan Nales.  Juan Nales was the member of the 

West Tampa Police Department killed in the line of duty.  The 

City of Tampa annexed West Tampa in 1925.  Photo courtesy of 

Arsenio Sanchez and La Gaceta Newspaper.  

While flipping through a book detailing the history of the 

Tampa Police Department, something caught Vince Rabelo’s 

eye. It was a brief mention of Juan Nales, the only member of 

the West Tampa Police Department to be killed in the line of 

duty. But when he turned back a few pages to the section that 

listed officers who died while serving the community, Nales 

wasn’t listed.  So he went downtown to the Tampa Police Mu-

seum on Franklin Street.  He scanned the wall bearing the 

names and photos of Tampa’s fallen officers. Some of the photos 

date back to 1895. There was one problem Juan Nales was no-

where to be found. 

On Sunday, July 18, 1920 Officers Tranquilo Martinez and 

Juan Nales stopped and questioned a “suspicious character” 

near the Tamp-Cuba cigar factory, which was located on the 

corner of Armenia and Pine Street in West Tampa. Nales ar-

rested the man and was in the process of escorting the suspect 

to the West Tampa jail,      located on the corner of Main and 

Albany. That’s when Martinez, following a short distance be-

hind Nales, heard the shots. 

Reports in the Tampa Tribune and Tampa Daily Times are 

sketchy, but it appears the apprehended suspect tried to escape 

and a struggle ensued. The assailant knocked out several of 

Nales’ teeth before shooting him several times and fleeing on 

foot. Newspaper accounts indicate Nales was shot with his own 

gun. Pursuing officers lost the suspect somewhere near Grand 

Central (today’s Kennedy Blvd). Nales’ sidearm was found a few  

feet from where he was shot. He died soon after. 

Just 25 years old when he was killed, Nales left behind 

his wife, Concepcion 20, and their  13 month old daugh-

ter.  What’s worse Concepcion was pregnant. John 

Nales born six months after his father died in the line 

of duty on the streets of West Tampa.  

Eighty-eight years later, Vince Rabelo is working to 

give Nales the recognition he deserves. Rabelo, owner of 

Rabelo’s Barber Shop on Himes Ave in West Tampa, 

began calling around to see if anyone knew why Nales 

had not been honored along with Tampa’s other slain 

officers. He contacted Major George McNamara with 

the Tampa Police Department for answers. 

West Tampa was incorporated in 1985 and remained 

separate from the City of Tampa until 1925. Therefore, 

“Officer Nales was not a Tampa Police Officer”, said 

Major McNamara. In 2003, The Florida State Fraternal 

Order of police honored Nales’ contribution with a me-

morial in Tallahassee but locally he remains unknown. 

Until now. 

“Vince Rabelo is a tribute to the community” said 

McNamara. “He really brought this situation to light’ 

Major McNamara meets monthly with the Police Me-

morial Committee, comprised of volunteers and TPD 

staffers. They plan to honor Nales and another officer 

killed while serving on the Port Tampa Police Depart-

ment. Port Tampa was annexed into the City of Tampa 

in 1961. 

Rabelo feels the City has the responsibility to honor 

Nales even if he wasn’t technically a member of the 

Tampa Police Department. “In 1925, the City took re-

sponsibility for West Tampa. That means they have a 

responsibility to honor Juan Nales,” he said. “You can’t 

sweep him under the rug.” 

 

Thanks to Art Pedrero for submitting this article. It 

was originally printed in the Cigar City Magazine in 

2008 using information from  Forgotten Heroes, Police 

Officers Killed in Early Florida, 1840-1925 by Dr. Wil-

liam Wilbanks. 
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Reprinted from a letter from Chief Stephen Hogue: 

September 3, 2009 

Dear Members, 

We have seen challenging times when pension issues have divided active duty and retired officers. We can 

say with confidence that in spite of the philosophical differences between both schools of thought; that we 

will always be united by our core values. 

The executive staff was proud to see the department’s retired officers, particularly those in the reserves, 

respond as they have to the call of a fallen officer. The eyes of the department were upon you as you stood 

silently among your ranks, patiently and tirelessly waiting to pay your last respects to Corporal Mike Rob-

erts who lost his life in the line of duty. This is a man that many of you did not know but no less mourned 

because he was a brother. 

As it has been in the past and as it shall be in the future, our law enforcement family came together to 

grieve, to lend support and to honor a man who made the ultimate sacrifice for his community. It is at times 

such as these that we are reminded of how fragile and temporary life is and even more so, how much we 

rely on one another to survive the harsh realities of  our existence. 

It is also during these darkest days that the fabric of our profession is strongest! The bond woven in green, 

brown and blue reminds us of our lineage. Yes we are family; city, county, state and federal officers’ alike, 

retired, reserve or active, all with a common bond; a badge of honor and a commitment to serve our fellow 

man. Men and women, young and old, strangers and friends shook hands, embraced and found comfort in 

fraternal friendship. 

The department salutes you, respects your contribution, values your commitment and embraces you as a 

part of our rich history. Those who follow in your footsteps will not forget that you have paved the way. 

On behalf of the Roberts family; Mike, Cindy and Adam, as well a their extended family, thanks for being 

there. Mrs. Roberts shared with us how her family found great comfort in your actions. 

We know that this is the way of our profession, it always has been and it will always be. 

Wishing you the very best, 

Chief Steve Hogue, Assistant Chiefs Jane Castor & Robert Guidara 

Editorôs Note: This letter was written prior to Chief Hogue & Asst Chief Guidaraôs retirement. We wish them well and hope we see them 

at on of our meetings in the future. And congratulations to Jane Castor on her promotion to Chief. 
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                                            Reminder 

The Retirees monthly luncheon will be held on Monday, 
October 26th, at 11:00am. 

   Location is the Golden Corral at 6942 W. Hillsborough Ave. 

             All are invited. Hope to see you there. 

Funny Quotes About Retirement 

Retirement is wonderful. It's doing nothing 

without worrying about getting caught at it - 
Gene Perret  

Except for an occasional heart attack I feel as 

young as I ever did - Robert Benchley  

I enjoy waking up and not having to go to 

work. So I do it three or four times a day. - 
Gene Perret  

                                    MEMORIAL TO FRIENDS  

                                             Some of those we recently losté. 

                            Babe Fernandez    8/27/09  Fire  

 
                                Jerry Price  9/2/09  Police  

 
                                Don Gates  7/20/09  Police  

 
                            Dennis L. Conner  8/18/09  Fire  

 
                                  Frank Gray  9/9/09  Fire  
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         GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

                              October 22, 2009 

         Cubans & Crabs Dinner Served at 6:30 PM 

                              Meeting To Follow. 
 FOREST HILLS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, LARRICK HALL 

                                    709 W. Linebaugh Ave 

       Parking  Will Be On The East & West Side of the Building 
                           (Bring a new retiree, they’ll thank you for it!!!) 


