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Officer David Curtis, 31, of Bushnell died on 

June 29th doing what he loved to do, being a Police 

Officer. Dave was born in Mobile, Alabama and went 

to school at Mobile Christian where he played foot-

ball and then he continued his football career at 

Harding University in 

Searcy, Arkansas. He then 

transferred to Faulkner 

University· in Montgomery 

before transferring to the 

University of South Ala-

bama where he studied 

Criminal Justice. This is 

where he met the love of his 

life, his wife and best friend, 

Kelly, while she was at 

Spring Hill College.                                               

Dave and Kelly moved to Tampa in 2002 and he 

worked for the Hillsborough County Sheriffs Depart-

ment where he was a detention deputy and part of 

the TACT team. In 2006, Dave began work for the 

Tampa Police Department where he was soon the 

Employee of the Month after he began work and was 

a part of the Honor Guard.  

Dave and Kelly have four boys: Austin(9), Sean(8), 

Tyler(5) and Hunter(8mo.) and to them their dad is 

the strongest, most fun dad and their hero. Dave was 

so proud of his family, especially his boys. who look 

identical to him. Dave was a wonderful and quiet 

man with a huge heart. He was simple, fun, hard 

working and always making people laugh with jokes 

and his stories. He loved fishing, hunting, desserts, 

Alabama football, being a police officer and most of 

all being a dad.  

Officer Jeffrey Kocab had nearly 14 months 

as a Tampa Police Officer. He is survived by 

his loving wife, Sara and unborn daughter. 

Lilly Nicole.   

Prior to being hired by 

the Tampa Police De-

partment, Officer Ko-

cab, of Kissimmee Fl., 

was a decorated mem-

ber of the Plant City 

Police Department 

where his fellow officers 

voted him  

Officer of the Month four times in three years. 

He was selected Officer of the Year his very 

first year on the force.  

He was a member of Church on the Rock in 

Plant City  and served on the men's ministry 

team. Jeffrey was a big fan of paintball and 

participated in martial arts. Officer Kocab 

was an outstanding Tampa Police Officer who 

moved through the department's field train-

ing program at an accelerated pace because of 

his outstanding police skills. He continued to 

shine as he was a respected member of one of 

the hardest working squads in the depart-

ment.  

End of Watch, 6/29/2010.  
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Presidentõs Message            

I had wanted to write my last Presidents Message on a positive note but tragic events have prevented me from 

doing so.  As you read this message, TPD Officers and all of us will still be reeling from the senseless murders 

of OFFICER DAVID CURTIS and OFFICER JEFFREY KOCAB.  These two fine OFFICERS were mur-

dered less than a year after the murder of TPD CPL. MIKE ROBERTS.  As I try to process these savage acts, 

and others, I wonder if there is a link between these tragic events?  I really believe there is.  In both these cases, 

the men who murdered our OFFICERS should not have been walking our streets as free men.  Yet, these two 

men were at large and killed 3 of our Heroes.  Why? To answer that question we need to look at the system 

that allows these people to walk free. These two tragedies are fueled by a system that is plainly broken.  This 

failed system is not restricted to us alone, itôs prevalent in America.  To continue the theory of a broken sys-

tem, let me point out that many of us who are alive today will most likely not live to see either of these parasites 

put to death.  We all, unfortunately, live in a culture of bleeding hearts.  Our culture seems to support caring 

more about the RIGHTS of the accused than the RIGHTS of the victims.  We see evidence of this every day.  

When a Police Officer is gunned down, the public needs to fully realize just how vulnerable you are.  There-

fore, I believe that when a person kills another person, especially a POLICE OFFICER, there should be a fast 

track to the death chamber.  There are many death row prisoners who have avoided being put to death for 20 

years or more and the waiting list just gets longer.  These convicted prisoners are allowed to appeal every 

frivolous thing that has no real bearing on their guilt or innocence.  The definition of appeal should actually be 

defined as ñdelay.ò  Once again, the real problem is our bleeding heart society.  I could continue on and on 

about this system failure but I will conclude.  Of course, this is my opinion and I am sure its not shared by eve-

ryone. So be it.  As these tragedies age, we should now keep our eyes on the well being of the Families of our 

departed Heroes.  We should never lose sight of the needs of these Families and make sure their needs are al-

ways taken care of.  GOD Bless our fallen Heroes and their Families and All those who ñServe and Protect.ò 

 

During our July meeting, we will be having a vote to elect association officers for the next term.  I am not run-

ning for the office of President.  I have served as your President  for the last 5 years.  It is time for me to step 

down.  During my tenure, we have endured a lot and have fought hard. Our efforts to right a wrong were 

dashed on the rocks by a Judge who rendered a political decision against all Retirees.  We fought the good 

fight, were 100% right and still did not prevail.  During those tenuous years, the Membership has been fully 

supportive and has never wavered.  Your support has given me the heart to continue on and challenge all who 

would cause harm to Retirees.  As I thank you Members, I want to especially thank the members of our Board 

of Directors, current and past, for their assistance and support. Without their help it would have been impossi-

ble for me to serve. 

As I step down, I take many memories with me.  Some good, some not.   I can assure you that our association is 

doing well, weôve got your backs and our goals are being maintained.  As your Secretary and then as your 

President, I have always tried to lead in an honorable way, repair damaged relationships and establish support 

for the needs of all Retirees. I can only hope that I have left our association in a much better position.  Al-

though I will no longer be your President, I will be near by to help keep things on course.  At the conclusion of 

the July 22nd meeting the association will have a new President, who I will fully sup-

port. I would ask that you also give your support and assistance to our new Presi-

dent, whoever might be elected. 

In review, I realized that I have been fighting for the Rights of my fellow TPD Offi-

cers and the Retirees of the RF&PA since 1974.  If my math is correct it adds  up to 

36 years.  That equates to half of my entire life.  I do have some regrets but not 

many.  I will always be glad that I chose the path I did, I have so many memories to 

ponder.  I wish you all the GRACE of GOD and a long, healthy and prosperous life.  

At the end of the July meeting I will be bowing out.  After 36 years, I will be 10-7. 

See you at the meeting,       

                         Larry 
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                               50/50 DRAWING  

    Will be held at the Membership Meeting so    

     bring a couple of extra bucks.  

    Pension Board Meeting  

The Pension Board will be holding their 
monthly meeting on Thursday, July 22nd 

at 1:30pm.  

        Location 3001 North Boulevard.  

Come on by, the pension board loves 

company.  

No Refills   - A distraught senior citizen phoned her doc-

tor's office. "Is it true," she wanted to know, "that the 

medication you prescribed has to be taken for the rest of 

my life?" "Yes, I'm afraid so," the doctor told her. There 

was a moment of silence before the senior lady replied, 

"I'm wondering, then, just how serious is my condition be-

cause this prescription is marked 'NO REFILLS'."  

From your webmaster:  

As your Webmaster, I've been trying to think about how I can provide helpful information, 

in a timely manner.  Something all web users may find handy.  So, I decided to share some 

of my special websites, some for your research and some for your pleasure.  

¶ Looking for someone?  ZABASEARCH - http://www.zabasearch.com/  

¶ People Information?  ZOOMInfo. - http://www.zoominfo.com/  

¶ Checking local homes?  Hillsborough County Property Appraiser -http://       

 www.hcpafl.org      Pinellas ð www.pcpao.org  

¶ Gas Prices?  TampaGasPrice.com - http://www.tampagasprices.com/index.aspx?  

¶ Compare Cell Phone Plans?  LetsTalk.com - http://www.letstalk.com/  

¶ Find funny/interesting videos?  Wimp.com - http://

www.wimp.com/  

¶ The Value of your car? Kelly's Blue Book - http://

www.kbb.com//  

Buy & Sell stuff - Ebay - http://www.msn.ebay.com/  

These are just a few the web sites I visit and find handy.  I hope 

you do too.  

 

 Jerry Wotherspoon  
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LATEST NEWS ON THE PARKER LAWSUIT  
At the June 24, 2010 pension board meeting the attorney for 

the board announced the fairness hearing for the Parker law-

suit (13 th  check interest money) originally scheduled for June 

22, was cancelled due to a court scheduling issue.  It has been 

rescheduled for Monday August 30, 2010 at 9:00 am.  The time-

line is that either side has 30 days to file an appeal after the 

judge issues a written order, which he may or may not do on 

the day of the hearing.  Typically the judge may take weeks 

to issue the written order.  If either side then files an appeal 

the process may go on for a long time.  

Meanwhile, your money is in an escrow account agreed upon by both parties 

drawing a negligible interest rate.  Iõll keep you posted. 

Tommy DePolis  

Xcop2x@msn.com  

           (1970)        

Police Recruit Class                                                          

Courtesy of Roy Hall  

           TAMPA POLICE MEMORIAL 5K RUN                 

 

The Tampa Police Memorial 5K Run will be held Oct 9, 2010. We are going to honor the 

fallen officers by  having a 29 man team of current and retired  TPD officers. Each person 

will be wearing  the name of one fallen officer.  The team will run together for the entire 

race at approx 10:00 -10:30 pace per mile. The team will be lead by Chief Castor and staff. 

 The TPD team of runners will be wearing a special dry -fit  shirt with the  Thin  Blue Line, 

after the race you keep the shirt. The registration will be $15 or $20,   the fee hasn't yet 

been set. If you would like to take part in this event please contact  me at davidpshe-

pler@msn.com  or 813 -505-8197.  

  

The real heroes are the officers who never got to say goodbye to their families but spent 

the last moment of their lives defending the city of Tampa with pride and honor! Lets 

show our unity come out and run.  

  

David Shepler  TPD DI  

http://us.mc1118.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=davidpshepler@msn.com
http://us.mc1118.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=davidpshepler@msn.com

