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President’'s Message

Itis April 2010 and this is the month that the tax man cometh. By April 15 th we
all have to report to Uncle Sam and in some cases surrender some of our dollars. |
would feel better about paying my taxes if | just knew the money would be spent
wisely by our elected members of Congress. | really don’'t have the confidence | should
have with the Health Care debacle we have just suffered through. It is hard to believe
that our Congress would vote against the will of the people. That is just what hap-
pened. The will of the people was not followed. That is the shape of things from
Washington. In November we can thank or condemn those who are up for reelection,
with our vote. Some Congressmen won't face an election until 4 years from now. We
each need to decide who we will vote for. As for me, | won't be voting for those who
turned a deaf ear to the voice of the people. Under American Democracy Procedures
our elected Congress is in office to listen to the voice of us all and vote accordingly.
Failing to do that is a violation of their Oath of office.

Lets change gears and look to our State Legislature. At this time, our pension
fund and that of the Florida Retirement System are under attack. All fire fighters and
law enforcement personnel are in the “Special Risks” category of the FRS. In looking
at the “Special Risks” category | have long wondered how judges made it into this part
of the FRS. | can only question what special risks judges encounter during their ten-
ure. | fully believe that judges should be moved into another category other than
“Special Risks.” There were two Bills filed in the House of Representatives and two
Bills filed in the Senate that are aimed at cutting pension benefits. As | write, | see
that the two Bills in the House have been withdrawn but the two Bills in the Senate
are still alive and in committee. Today, at the pension fund monthly meeting, fund
Attorney Ron Cohen reported on the Bills. He doesn’t think that any change that may
come would affect those who are already retired. The Florida PBA and State IAFF
have been lobbying day and night to ward off these Bills. Without these efforts, we
may all see major changes to our pension fund as well as the Florida Retirement Sys-
tem. There is work to be done and efforts are being taken to defeat the remaining
Bills in the Senate. We should all appreciate the efforts of the PBA and the IAFF in
helping to guard our retirements. It looks like the
benefits we have as Retirees are safe for now but we 1) 3
must be ever vigilant for those elected officials who (\r:ﬂ(t\()\ g‘? (}b‘\g’m
want to cut our pensions and limit our benefits. _— v &
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We can now change gears again and look to the _'
local situation and specifically the City of Tampa. '
Just recently the City Council wanted to know if and
how the City pension contribution to our fund could
be reduced. This seed of an idea came from a retired
Tampa fire fighter who claimed that he could show
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the City how they can save millions of tax payer dollars by changing our pension contract. T hankfully, this effort
failed but our retired fire fighter was not done. This month, he was on channel 10 television and said he was con-
cerned about the contributions the City was paying into the fund. He questioned how many city jobs could be saved if
the pension contract was changed and the City contributions reduced. s this guy from Mars? O ne of our own Retir-
ees is proposing that the City change our pension contract which would cut their funding into the pension. All this
would do is make the financial future of our fund less secure. As you all can see, there are attacks fro m many areas
that want to erode the financial security of our fund as well as that of every active and retired member of our fund.
And to what end? That is the question. The RF&PA monitors these attempts and stands ready to protect the inter-
ests of all fund members. | am sure that the PBA and IAFF are looking at this matter too. In the near f uture we
must all work together to keep our fund secure and guard against all those who would att ack the best pension con-
tract in existence, bar none. Our pension stands alone above all other funds. Newly electe  d Police Trustee Rich
Griner was at a recent seminar and he told those gathered that our fund was funded at 102%. He was t old he wasn't
telling the truth or he was from Tampa. Our fund is head and shoulders above any others fund as far as | know. |
want to keep it that way. How about you? In closing, | will update you on a pending issue before ou r pension board,
the Parker Lawsuit. The next action or inaction will come on June 22, 2010. A fairness hearing will be heard at that

time. This gives all participant to the suit an opportunity to protest the proposed sett lement. | don't think there will
be any opposition to the proposed settlement but who knows. The judge will decide  based on the testimony presented
on that date. Then we move ahead and get into another hearing date where the judge will de termine the amount of
attorney fees that Wayne Thomas should receive for his work. Time frame, 30-90 more days. We ma  y have the hear-
ing by September 2010. Will it be over then, you may wonder? No, we have to wait to see if the Trus  tees order our
fund attorney to appeal the judge’s decision about Attorney Thomas’ fees. So, ona nd on we go. With any luck, we
may see our checks by Christmas, maybe.

Once this matter is settled the RF&PA will be able to get the Executive Sess  ion Minutes of the Trustees. | have
been assured there will be many eye opening parts of the Minutes that will show and t ell who said what, when and
why. When these Minutes have been reviewed, we will report the content for all t o0 know and reveal any smoking
guns, if any. We will post any salient Minutes on the Retirees website, www.tamparetiree.com . The Minutes should
tell us all who has views that are contrary to the best interests of us Retirees. When this information is obtained, we
as Retirees will decide who should stay and who should go. As | have told you repeatedly, we  do have power. WE
HAVE THE NUMBERS TO VOTE TRUSTEES IN OR OUT OF OFFICE. This is our only power and we will use it to

the best interest of all. If it appears that we are in a near WAR stage then the message is getting t hrough. Your
Board of Directors and | are always seeking peaceful resolutions. We all desire a peaceful status but s ome times that
is almost impossible. As always, your RF&PA will be vigilant and make sure the RIGHTS of all Retirees will be pre-

served. | fear that we may have rough seas ahead. If it comes our way, we will batten down th e hatches and raise the
battle flag. We will always be on guard. We must also be willing to do what is necessary when all reaso n has been
ignored. As defenders of our pension Rights we must be prepared to do what is nece ssary when things go thump in
the night.

As a reminder, our next General Membership Meeting will be held on April 22, 2010 @ 6:30 pm. We will have in-
formation on all of the issues that are in motion that affect the best interest of all Retiree s and fund members. We
will have speakers on hand to answer or explain in depth issues of interest. Mark your calendars now and plan to be
there. You need to be involved in these turbulent times. Your input is very important and need ed as we proceed.

One final reminder. It is April and nominations for Board of Directors and President will be accepted . We have a
Fire VP and Police VP spot that are up as of July 2010. Nominations will be accepted at the April meeting and t he
July meeting. The vote takes place after nominations close during the
July meeting. If you are one of our members who live out of town, you
can still nominate a candidate. You will need to let us know by mail or
email me at: lvincent38@aol.com If you send a nomination by mail,
send it to: RF&PA POB 2080222 Tampa, FI.33682-0222 In July,
you will be able to see those who are nominated and can cast your vote
by mail or email.

See you at the meeting.
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This picture was taken in 1997 while | was working

with the US Customs Smuggling Task Force. We

ran an Import/Export undercover business. There

are 480 Kilograms of Cocaine that I'm sitting on.

We had a Cl in Colombia that put me in contact with

the Bad Guy in Colombia. | personally spoke to the

Bad Guy on numerous occasions and he finally ac-

cepted me as another Bad Guy. He sent the 480 Ki-

los by ship to the US. We unloaded the cocaine in

Manatee County and it was suppose to be distributed

throughout the US. This was an approximate 4

month operation and subsequently around 12 people

were arrested. The Bad Guy in Colombia sent another Colombian here to the US to help oversee th
operation. That Colombian subsequently got sentenced to life in Federal prison.

Retired Detective Eddie Morera

Pension Board Meeting

The Pension Board will be holding their
monthly meeting on Thursday, April 22nd
at 1:30pm.

50/50 DRAWING

Will be held at the Membership Meeting so
bring a couple of extra bucks.

Location 3001 North Boulevard.

Come on by, the pension board loves
company.

It is time to get it on!!! The weather is great, the sun is shining and we, "Live to Ride and Ride to Live." Since
we started this effort the weather, to say the least, has been HORRIBLE. If it wasn't cold it was wet or worse
both. Well, excuse time is over and the, "Leesburg Bikefest", is coming up Friday-  Saturday, 23-25 Apr. Itis a
nice ride up and our good friend Bobby Moody is ready to lead the way. Billy Lynn, Ira Hess, myself, and p er-
haps our newest contact, C.J. Reeves, are ready to go. | know that we have quite a few more riders  and the
more we get the better. If Jack Hair, Leo Paille, Chris Milana, and anyone else who rides , decide to join us,
we would have a great group of riders. It is highly likely that we would have a great time wi th good friends.

If you are interested call Billy Lynn, Bobby Moody, or myself. Maybe we can plan a great and safe ride to-
gether. If you know of others that want to join us, let them know. We can

talk about this at the membership meeting.

Hope to hear from you all,

J.J.

When you retire, you switch bosses - from the one
who hired you to the one who married you

D

- Gene Perret
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Some of those we recently lost....

Paul Ortelli, 1/2/2010 Police
Daniel ‘Danny’ Lucas , 1/25/2010 Police
Robert ‘Bob’ Drayne, 2/5/2010, Police
Walter Heinrich, 2/15/2010, Police
David A Jackson Sr, 2/20/2010, Police
Howard W Martinez, 3/7/2010, Police
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