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Message from the President

| Welcome to 2008, 1 for one am glad to see 2007 sink under the waves of time. The reason | am
| glad 10 see 2007 gone is that it gives us all a renewed chance 1o see our way forward. A new
| start is good for many reasons, As we leave 2007 behind, [ would like to reflect on many of our
ranks who pessed away and cspecially their spouses, The friends and compatriots who are gone
i will be missed and never forgotten. We need to keep in mind their loved ones who are still bere
| with us. | encourage all to touch base with them and assist them when possible
Owr way forward is clear but as atways it will require dedication and hard work. As we wind our
| way through this vear, we will be met with challenges that have 1o be met. 'We will meet them
[with an unbreakable tenacity knowing in our hearts and minds that we are ight. Ower the years,
| we have been fought by the City, Unions, Trustees, Sam’s Club and of course our buddy. LIP
Wi have remained strong and dedicated.
As we progress, inroads will need to be strengthened with our friends on City Council. We do
have friends there and 1 believe that they will work with us & the right time. We will expand and
I continue our political alliances, a necessary step towards better benefits and fair restment.
[ W have not enjoyed a good working relationship with our two Unions. - There are steps imder
!w:_-p to improve those relstions. Whether we like it or not, the Unions have the power to help us
|or hurt us. | do not believe that the Firefighters and Police Officers of our Unions actually wani
|0 suppress refiree benefits, | think they have been told the wrong things by some in power that
slants the real picture, This need fixing and we will work towards that goal. We already have
commitments along those lines.
The Trusiees have been seen as anti-retitee as long s [ con remember, | truly believe things sre
changing and we now have Trustees in place that will help Retirees in the futere.  As an
example, the Trustees appear to be trying to pay Retirees the 2004 13th. Check. The Trmstees are
| beginming to be more open which allows for dislogue about Retiree issues and ther needs. We
will have a néw Police Trusiee when the next election takes place. [ expect that relations will
steadily improve as time goes by, Our Fund Administrator, Jennifer Campbell, has told me point
blank that she knows that the fund is there to serve the needs of both the Actives and Regirces.
While an the subject, many of us hear from LIP whao thinks that Jennifer is the wrong person for
her job, As psual, LIP s wrong. Jennifer is & capahie and hard working administrator who
gasists our Trostees with the day-to-doy operation of our fund.
My list now comes down to Sam’s Clob,  As the new vear progresses, | do not expect that our
relationship with them will change. [ have personally tried, twice, fo meet and try 1o résolve our
differences. We have boen mmed down twice. Sobe it Let the Samsonites keep their “CLLUB”
nd wie will continue to do the heavy lifting of ALL RETIREES. We are the Retirees
Association &nd have standing with the Circuit Court of Hillsborough County. Sam’s Club

cannot qualify for that designation




We now come to LJP. If you are a person ; 13th. Check, needs to be paid sooner ( There are
who reads his tripe and gives it any shred of | certain problems, they can be worked out)
validity, then you are beyond help. The - Multiplier, Retirees need to receive an increase
anonymous author under the LJP label is a in the multiplier

person who hides in the dark, probably still | Health Care Supplement, need a workable plan
sucks his thumb and cries for his mamma. It | to offset health costs for Retirees

has occurred to me that LPJ could be a | These are issues that need answers and are all
collection of people who in collaboration with = attainable, working together. Our unigue

each other print their drivel. Most of us know | pension fund is flush with money that builds and
who claimed to be LJP and if you put any | builds. These surplus funds should be put to
confidence in that loose cannon you needto | good use in the form of benefits. If a person has

wake up. The coffee is on, just smell it. - a million dollars in the bank and lives like a
As we move ahead, there is a lot of work to be| pauper, what good is the money. Our fund is
done. This Summer, we will see various | the same analogy. Ican't think of anvone who

elections for various posts. We will be very  brags that our fund has assets of $1.7 billion
busy helping to elect those who deserve our | dollars. Why would you? Those tucked away
support. Anyone who doesn't hold pro retiree | funds do not benefit Retirees. Only when those
sentiments will not be supported and will bring dollars buy benefits will they become of value
on opposition to their elections. As Retirees, | to Retirees. I have never understood why the
we are a large segment of the population in Premium Tax Dollars, from the State of Florida
this area and in Florida as a whole. Only those (Approx. $6 million) are used to offset the
candidates who are pro retiree merit our ' pension contribution cost of the Actives and the
endorsement and support. City. According to S5'175 and 185, they can be
In order to bring about our clout we will have = used to pay for benefits such as a health care

a force of over 50 members who will work | fund to assist Retirees. At one time, when the
diligently for those candidates who garner our | fund was building, those dollars were needed to

endorsement. We will go anywhere or do  offset the high contribution rates of the Actives
anything needed to help our candidates get and the City. Since those rates are now

elected. This is a must and we will artificially low, the Premium Tax Dollars should
answer, There are a number of things that need ' be used to pay for the multiplier and/or health

to be addressed in our Contract: ' care for Retirees.

13th. Check, needs to come from the 6th. % of | There is a long list of things that could be if only
investment returns. | there were those who would push for them. We
13th. Check, needs to pay interest on the will push for them to benefit all fund

money for the 9 months our money is used participants,













